Jamboree Snapshot:  Shoots & Contests

The NBA Jamboree is well know for its fun, family oriented contests and shoots.  Even though these events are a contest with medals awarded to the winners, they are “low key” and simply fun.  A small fee, usually a dollar or two, is charged to participate.  There is an event for everyone to enjoy regardless of age.  Specific information regarding exact location of shoots and activities will be available at registration.  Here is a quick “snapshot” of some of the events with the NBA volunteers in charge:

NBA Road Race 


The NBA Road Race is a fun “foot race” for participants of all ages.  Runners will navigate a relatively short distance through the 4-H camp and nearby forest.  There will be divisions to accommodate all.  Medals are awarded to the top placers.  Bring your running shoes and join in the fun!   

Balloon Shoot 


The balloon shoot is a popular shoot that always brings out NBA members and their families to participate.  Teams of two individuals shoot from a given distance of about 15 yards for the youngsters and 25 yards for the adults.  Shooters are timed to see how quickly their team can break 4 balloons.  All divisions will be awarded medals at the awards supper for the best times.  The best part is you can enter again and again to take your frustrations out on those pesky balloons!

Robin Hood Run 

Rick and I will be in charge of the Jamboree’s Robin Hood Run.  As most of you know, the Robin Hood Run consists of running a short but excruciating course through the forest stopping at 5 designated stations to shoot one arrow at a 3D target then continue to the finish line.  This is a timed event with seconds deducted for targets hit in the vitals and seconds added for missed targets. There are several divisions according to ages and gender, so all are encouraged to try this challenging event.  If you are 3 years old or as old as Steve Cole, there is an age group for you. Last year there were participants from 5 years old to 85 years old.  Awards are presented to the top three runners in each division.  The Robin Hood Run starts at 9:00 on Saturday morning with the location included on the Jamboree event map. 

Get ready to run!!

Jayne Schack

Distance Shoot 


Roger Buck is our man when it comes to the distance shoot.  Roger provided the following description of the event:


The distance shoot is where a 3-D target is used with a small bottle cap for the center of the kill zone. We use a small bow with weight around 15# to 20#. Participates, of all ages, will shoot from the same distance, the closest to the bottle cap wins. We also have a 10 and under class too with medals being awarded to the top shooters at the BBQ on Saturday evening.


Start eating carrots now and get those eyes sharpened for the distance shoot!  This is a fun event where archers can demonstrate their instinctive skills.

Silhouette Shoot 


This shoot, as its name implies, uses silhouette targets placed at various distances. Archers are judged on their quickness and accuracy as they shoot the various targets.  Like all NBA events, shooters of all ages can take part in the silhouette shoot for a great time.  The distance shoot and silhouette shoot are usually side by side making easy for members to enjoy both.  Again, medals are awarded at the BBQ for the top placers.

Aerial Shoot 


The aerial shoot is where members shoot “aerials”, a species of aliens who have colonized parts of the forest area.  Actually, the aerial shoot tests member’s skills at shooting circular foam targets that are tossed into the air.  Shooters will use flu flu arrows designed for aerial shooting and are provided at the shoot.  Participants are welcome to enter as many times as they wish.  

Shed Antler Contest 


Once again I and the merry gang of Pope & Young scorers will be conducting the Jamboree’s Shed Antler contest.  With the expanding growth of the deer, antelope and elk herds in Nebraska, the contest continues to bring in more and more sheds each year.  So if your spring shed hunts were a success, why not bring them with you to our annual Jamboree and see how they stack up to other member’s collections.  

We’ll be scoring the sheds in the main 4-H camp headquarters building.  The scoring will begin at 11:00 AM on Saturday just prior to the statewide meeting which is held in the same building.  Only Nebraska sheds will be scored.  As always, there is a $1.00 entry fee for each shed entered.   

All shed antlers will be displayed at the Saturday night barbeque and all entries must be picked up at that time.  Sheds not claimed by the end of the Saturday evening festivities will be added to my collection!!!  Awards will be given to the top 3 scoring sheds in each category. So if you haven’t scoured your favorite hunting area, it’s not too late to do so and then bring those sheds to the Jamboree.

Good Luck Shed Hunting

Rick Schack

Meat Swing 

The meat swing is an exciting competition where members ride a swing over a pen of hungry coyotes (with steaks tied to their shoes of course).  Most members make it through the competition with minimal injuries.  Of course we are just kidding; we would never subject poor little coyotes to such torture.  Actually, the meat swing is exciting and is where members line up to shoot a “swinging target” in order to compete to win a frozen turkey.  This shoot is held down on the 4-H practice range and is the same location for the balloon shoot.  The cost is minimal and the fun is non-stop for all ages!

Kid’s Shoot

We save the “best for last”.  Our younger bowhunters are our future and the kids shoot is a great time for all of our younger bowhunters 12 and under.  Kids will be able to shoot the range full of fun targets such as dinosaurs and alligators as much as they wish with adult supervision.  Members are encouraged to construct a kid’s target to bring to the jamboree and be placed in the kids range.  All those who bring a kids target will be entered into the target contest and judged for the top target and a cash prize.  On Saturday, the kids range will have an “organized shoot” where all kids who shoot the range will get a bag of “goodies”.  Let’s all keep the next generation excited and enthused about bowhunting!  Please consider making a kids target and bring it to the Jamboree this year! 

